On examination I found the vagina filled with clots of blood, and on passing the end of the finger into the os uteri, ascertained that it was occupied by a solid substance.
The bloody discharge continued during the day, but diminished in quantity, and the fits of pain also became less frequent and less severe. During the 30th, the patient kept her bed, and had little or no pain or discharge. On the morning of the 31st, the contents of the uterus came away, and the pain and hemorrhagy immediately ceased. The patient speedily reco- vered, without the occurrence of any remarkable symptom.
Dissection of the Deciduce and Ovum.?The mass discharged was of an elongated and flattened pear-shape, the part of it which had occupied the cervix uteri being about the thickness of the ring-finger,-and nearly two inches long. One The notion commonly entertained regarding the mode in which the ovum conducts itself on passing into the uterus, and the formation of the deciduous membranes, is, that when the ovum sent along the Fallopian tube, reaches the uterus, it is stopped by the decidua stretched across the aperture of that tube, and that by the growth of the ovum this membranous production is gradually made to encroach upon the cavity of the uterus, and thus form the decidua rejlexa.
A more correct view of the matter appears to be, that in the two points corresponding to the superior angles of the cavity of the uterus, the decidua is prolonged for some lines, or even for the length of half an inch, into the Fallopian tubes. At the period of the passage of the ovum into the uterus, the decidua, occupying the Fallopian tubes and lining the uterus, has probably attained no great degree of density, and will offer consequently but little resistance to the advancing ovum.
This probably penetrates, then, into the Fallopian portion of the decidua, and arrives within the uterus, completely enveloped in that substance.
As the ovum advances in size, the decidua is not pushed mechanically before it, but grows with it, surrounding it on all sides. In the progress of developement, however, a portion of the decidua, corresponding to the forming placenta, is either absorbed or pushed aside, permitting the umbilical chord and the greater part of the foetal surface of the placenta to be free from any covering of decidua, while a thin lamina of this mem-42 Dr Mackenzie's Dissection of a blighted Ovum. brane continues to invest the uterine surface of the placenta, even to the end of pregnancy.
I agree, then, to a certain extent, with the opinion of Breschet, * that the decidua completely surrounds the ovum, and that it is an erroneous notion which is generally entertained, that the portion of the circumference of the ovum which is to correspond to the placenta, and where the placenta is to be attached to the uterus, is destitute of decidua at any period of gestation. With Breschet, I reject the doctrine of Bojanus, *f* who, considering the layer of decidua which in every after-birth we discover investing the uterine surface of the placenta, to be produced at a later period than that at which the primitive de- 
